Unit 1.

Text 1

The given article tells us about the Advanced Level General Certificate of Education – commonly known as an A-level. A-levels are offered by educational institutions of England, Northern Ireland, Wales, Cameroon, the Cayman Islands and some of private fee paying schools in Scotland and are widely recognized all over the world.  A-level considered the standard entry qualification for assessing the suitability of applicants for academic course in English, Welsh and Northern Irish universities.

According to the Curriculum 2000 an A-level consists of 4 or 6 (for natural sciences) modules and is studied over a period of 2 years. Usually first two modules are assessed in the first year. This stand-alone qualification is called the "AS-level" (or Advanced Subsidiary level that is not the same as the Advanced Supplementary level). Other 2 modules are examined at the end of the 2nd year and makes up A2. Passing only A2 won't let you get  qualification, only satisfactory completion of the AS and A2 modules in the same subject forms a complete A-level. Modules examinations are held by national organizations and  internally-assessed coursework.

New GCE Applied A-level suit is based on the old VC A-level, but has a more vocational twist. For example, the new SCE A-level in Applied Business includes not only traditional theory, but also adds a more practically and hands-on approach to it. Therefore, for the mandatory modules in the AS year candidate should create a simulated Marketing Proposal (module 1) and Recruitment and motivational package (module 2) unlike only studying the processes. Thus the candidate shows a more exhaustive insight by applying the theory. Though many universities have dislike of vocational subject, their reaction to the new applied suite remains to be seen. The new GCE Applied A-levels are available in Art and Design, ICT, Business, Science and Health and Social care. 

A*(for the candidates who get an A in their overall A-level, with  a score not less 90% at A2), A, B, C, D and E are the passing grader for A-level. There was also O-level, a standard equivalent for ordinary level– for the candidates who did not pass the advanced level exam.

Text 2

After A-levels: school-leavers look forward to new opportunities

Having high grades, how do A-levels” students feel about future? Whom to thank for a haul of two A*s and As at A-level? Parents, teachers? Britain...? You better ask Ony Akpenyi – a 18-year-old Harlow College student that moved to the UK from Nigeria 2 years ago. She admires how it's wonderful to be a young person in the UK and don't understand why young people from Britain complain. She thinks they don't realize how it's hard to go to school on Nigeria, where teachers don't encourage you to get good grades as teachers do here.  In her own country people have no libraries or free computers. Students have to work by themselves.

Her parents didn't go to university and educational system in the UK is totally different from Nigeria. She had a lot to learn, but teachers helped her much with extra work, textbooks to get old exam papers.

She was so sure she might fail her exams that she didn’t even apply to university.  She dreams to be a doctor and she is now tackling he UKcat and Bmat medical school aptitude test. During her gap year Ony is planning to learn Spanish, Chinese and hopes to find a part-time job in a care home. Also this autumn she is going to apply to Cambridge, King's College London and Newcastle and Manchester universities, but despite her stellar results she isn't confident cause she knows how many people are planning to apply for medicine. 

Another one student Matthew Simmons – 18-year-old at All Saints school technology college in Dagenham student -  was set  on studying politics and economics at either Sussex or Kent and both the firm and insurance offers demands higher grades, Matthew expected to exceed predicted by his teachers grades, but he missed his university offers. 

On the results day he woke up at 4 a.m. In sweats and after he had checked Ucas it turned out he missed his AAB offer to read politics and economics at Sussex University. The Ucas didn’t say anything about his insurance Kent University, so he phoned Kent and was told to enter Clearing, what was done. Armed with a Clearing number, he phoned Kent back to ask about a place on its politics and  international relations course. Fortunately, he recognized the name of the tutor on the phone and they had met at the Open day. So she offered him a place as he learnt all about the course. He said those day was like roller-coaster, but ended on an up.

 His aims is not to be a politician, but to work for a think tank or as a civil servant. That case was a good lesson for him – he realized he had to work hard at school and now he hopes to use new opportunities to do well in the future. 

Tanya Spence Kelly – a student from Gower College, Swansea got ABC in her A-levels in photography, business and media. But in contrast to Ony and Matthew she didn't apply to university cause she is unsure about what she want to do in the next few years. While choosing A-levels Tanya had no idea what career path to pursue. All pieces of advice from teachers and career advisers was unhelpful. 

She hasn't family history of going to university, her parents didn't even finish schools, but in spite of this now they run successful road-marking business. She was pleased with good results, but it wasn't so meaningful for her as it was for the most students. She says Britain over-emphasizes formal education as many people don't need the degree when they go into jobs after universities like here dad for example. She leads active life outside the school – including volunteering and owning her own photography business. But going to the uni means for her to built up loads of debts with no guarantee of a job. So now she is going to apply for jobs at call centers and hope to work her way up. 

Olivia Davies from Liverpool got to know she's been accepted as a student at Liverpool university before the results day. She achieved As and B in geography, art and English applied to study geography because she wanted to travel. Such an ironic that her new uni is in about 10 minutes from her home, but she still wants to get full uni experience, so she is going to live in halls. Olivia is glad she had happy school years as no matter if you don't go to private school like she or her cousins as educational system rewards these who work hard. She feels certain there will be lots of opportunities with a geography degree and is excited for the future.

Like Olivia Jade Callender found she got good grades to meet her Bath Spa university offer before opening the crucial envelop – she'd got a C in English literature A-level and a double distinction in performing arts Btec – that was more than enough for Jade's conditional offer for a degree in performing arts. She believes there's too much pressure on students to obsess about their careers. Pupils have to take part in different groups arranged by school like 'stock and shares', she took part in, just cause it looks good on their CV. As a result students feel stress because of the importance to find a job all the time instead of finding what they really want to do in life. 

Text 4

Too much high schools: Ukrainian students have wide choice

The reduction of amount of applicants at universities caused the increasing competition, so universities try to “entice” students with state funded offers and prestige specialties. 

The admission campaign in Ukraine is coming to an end. On August 10 universities had announced the list of applicants that study at state expense. Till August 25 the groups of freshmen on contract basis will join them. But at present the Education and Science Ministry of Ukraine is assured the admission campaign was successful.

The relevant minister Dmitro Tabachnik is proud of “electronic admission system” that helps you to put your application on the website, of extending the deadline of submission documents for applicants and is glad that it heighten the competition in educational sphere. The most high ranked university proved to be 2 universities from Lviv and 3 from Kiev. However, three-level system of admission found “weak” universities. 

Universities-loosers have no prospects. There were no applicants at about 20 universities. Now they are thinking how to distribute the load among teachers as some of them didn't get any teaching load because of the lack of 1st year students. 

These universities-outsiders explain this as the cause of fall of birth rate after the break-up of the USSR. In the result the amount of applicants reduced by 42 %. But there is another one reason – it makes no different for students to apply in order to take state funded offers. Because of that many private fee-paying schools will be forced to be closed.

The shortage of the first year is possible to compensate by external students, vocational school-leavers and those who want to get the second higher education. Although the Education and Science Ministry of Ukraine don't have an intention to close any universities, it recommends to think about the integration. The minister warns the institutes of higher education against gaining the ear of applicants and said  the depaertment is going to review contracts with some deans in September.

What's the profit? Specialists from the center of monitoring of educational process are confident the competition among universities isn't natural. The head of the center Pavlo Polyanskiy notes that institutes of higher education are for applicants and not vice versa.  Therefore, if the university is able to compete and how proper the students are trained, will be clear enough after the 1st examinations. The competition in educational system and the quality of education are practicable only if all universities are under equal conditions. The other problem is that information about state demands isn't still announced. If preferences of universities come to light, it will be no question about high grade education. 

As for the current system of admission, the applicants are happy with it since it gives them the opportunity to apply for more than 1 university at once. 

Text 2

The article under the title “Among Twists in Budget Woes, Tension over Teaching the deaf” tells of the problem of education for deaf children. The crowd of deaf and hard-of-hearing children and their families gathered outside the Statehouse in Indianapolis. They assembled to complain in American Sign Language (ASL). At the root of tension is a debate – will sign language and the nation's separate school for the deaf children be abandoned cause of new opportunity for the deaf to communicate through amplified sound and speech?

In the struggle balance depleted budgets, Indiana and other states, like Kansas, North Carolina, Oregon, South Dakota and West Virginia have called for cuts on many fronts in last years including state schools for the deaf. 

Some advocates for the schools now afraid that financial cuts caused the discussion about sending deaf children to “mainstream” schools which would ultimately encourage methods of communication other than ASL. 

Marvin Miller, the president of the Indiana Association of the Deaf, who is deaf, notes that speaking and listening classes exclude of ASL and forbid any contact with the culturally deaf adult models. He sees it as a violence upon innocent deaf and heard-of-hearing children, taking away their language and pinning their hopes on dismal success rates of cochlear implants. 

However many people don't see the conflict between 2 approaches – sign language and the so-called listening and spoken language approach. It's more the question of shrinking state budget that hardens the debate. 

Supporters for using technologies to hear and speak think this is way out to budget  constraints. Naomi S. Horton, executive director of Hear Indiana, is also among them. It will help society, taxpayers save money in the short-term and long-term if it is into hearing would. There is a financial benefit, but eventually it has to be a parent's choice. 

The conflict began this spring, when Governor filled 4 empty slots on the board of the Indiana school for the deaf, and advanced what it calls a bilingual, bicultural philosophy of ASL and English. Some 340 students go to the school, which provides outreach services to hundreds of others. 

Parents expressed resentment that 3 of the appointees were not themselves deaf. Two of new members, both have a deaf and a hard-of-hearing child, aroused anger, but didn't respond. Parents, like  Kim Bianco Majeri, who is deaf  (whose daughters — one deaf and one hard-of-hearing — attend the Indiana School for the Deaf) decided that these selections were planned, premeditated and executed in a style of befitting the most savvy of politics. She also said that new board members were now picking sides against ASL and deaf culture. According Kim school provides them with language skills of all sorts, but also the nurturing environment and true peers, that she missed out on while studying at mainstream school. 

A third board member Mary Susan Buhner whose husband serves on the board of Hear Indiana refrained from answering specific question about her views, but said she believes in the mission of the Indiana school for the Dead to be “the premier comprehensive center providing education, services and resources”.

The Hear Indiana group supports Governor appointments, considering that they represent “the growing diversity of 21st century parents and children living with hearing loss” and a long-overdue inclusion of the views of people who use technology like cochlear implants. 

Nowadays less then 20% of all families use traditional ASL. 80% want their children to able to speak and listen to the wide range of sounds. For example, Kristina and Chris Swatts  got a bone-conduction hearing aid for their  son and not long after he could sing, dance and say lots of words. Also they are intended to send him to mainstream school.

The conflict is complicated by shifting statistics – cochlear implants advocates say about high success of device, while ASL advocates  say that popularity is much overstated. Also they include 13% (16,3 million dollars) to the School for the Deaf. But Hear Indiana comments that the financing is already lopsided against a spoken approach as they spend for more on the students attending the school than on the rest of the the state’s more than 1,800 deaf or hard-of-hearing students, who go to school elsewhere. 

Ms. Horton sums up that in the end the matter is about right-sizing the budget, there is no question of taking the ASL option away. What is issue is that parents who choose listening and spoken language instruction (over replacement at School of the Deaf) have equal access to free public education.

The spokeswoman for Governor said that no one in his administration has been  comparing the cost-effectiveness of teaching sign language versus using amplification tools because no effort is afoot to change the School for the Deaf’s model of teaching. Also she  added that Governor appoint individuals to the boards and commissions to take a fresh look and bring new perspective and ideas.

Text 3

The development of Sign Language in Ukraine

The sing language in Ukraine has existed for about 200 years – from the time of first culture centers and communities and special schools for deaf children. (The first were founded in Lviv in 1830 and in Odessa in 1843). Sign language has been developed  and cultivated in deaf families, passing from one generation to another. This is a great communicative creation of people, who are unable to communicate verbally. This is a manifestation of creative ability and belief that person deprived of hearing is able to create native language. 

Considerable amount of time had passed before this comprehension and sign language was reviewed from different sometimes rather polar points of view.

The first teachers for the deaf that worked on the territory of modern Ukraine were V. Lagovskyi, I. Sokolyanskyi, L.Vigotskyi, R. Boskis, R. Krajevskyi and so on. 

Despite the fact that at the end of XIX – beg. XX century the main method of teaching was “clear verbal method”, the views of outstanding teachers for the deaf at the problem of using sigh language in the classes were historically reported.

Taking views of L. Shcherba as a principle, in the 20-30s of XX century I.Sokolyanskyi was dealing with the problem of language system in the school for the deaf. He was assured the teacher should use the language that is “understandable” for the deaf children. The question is – what exactly kind of “understandable” language?Either it's a combination of sign, finger and verbal languages, or just sign and finger languages. He considered that only facial expressions are able to replace the intonation among the deaf.

In 1938 after the Russian council for teacher for the deaf the main means of communication became verbal and written  forms of speech and finger and sing language as the subsidiary one. 

At the end of 30s Russian teachers for the deaf R. Boskis and N. Morozova made an attempt to describe sigh language through experimental way, but they didn't succeed. Traditional methods of linguistics turned out to be inefficient for analyze that was based on handling of such conception as a “part of speech”, “member of sentences” and so on. Just on the ground of those wrong reflections they came to the conclusion that –  sign language is void of grammatical rules and it's primitive, firstly, and that deaf people can't speak 2 languages, so in gradual acquirement of verbal language  sign language will turn into calque sing language, secondly. 

L.Vigotskyi – the outstanding psychologist of XX century – being a scholar of great intelligence defined sign language not as a kinetic copy of verbal communication, but as symbolical system with its regularities that is coming into being thanks to the society as a demand of communication – with parents, friends, teachers, peers and etc. Only being a part of society provides the deaf children normal growth of thinking. It follows that sign language couldn't be primitive. 

In the 50s of XX century the Candidate of Pedagogy R. Krajevskyi performed the description of the sign language on the base of Ukrainian, using definition “mime-sign language”. It consists of facial expressions ad gestures and signs. Also he created the unique gesture dictionary, the semantic unit in which was the hand's configuration that from groups of lexemes in its turn. Other 2 basic components are hand's position and motion – was described in the article about every component. 

Meantime in USA Stokoe's researchers of ASL proved that sign language is multilevel linguistic system with wide range of lexical, grammatical methods of expression of thoughts and  sign is significant semantic unit with complex structure. The scholar compares the components of sign with phonemes and gave the detailed description and analyze. Strokoe research made it possible to study sign language from the scientific side. Taking that to consideration, it is confident to say that Krajevkyi's work as a first attempt to research Ukrainian sign language is remarkable.

Foreign psychological and psycholinguistic investigations let explore the peculiarity of development of deaf children in deaf families. It was stated that valuable communication with the help of sign languages allows them take the lead over their peers from the family with hearing parents. The process of acquirement with sign language is going according to the age regularities while acquirement with verbal speech. Thus, American scholar D. Moores have examined the development of deaf children from deaf families and stated a great success of their studying at school, including the English grammar, high skills in questions, communicative needs and abilities, socialization and so on. He marked that there was any lags in verbal speech development. 

In the beginning of 90s there some researchers of neurophsycological mechanisms were held and it turned out that the operation of both verbal and sign language is based on the same principles. The left hemicerembrum that dominates in organization of neurophsyhological processes, directly connected with verbal speech, also responses for sign language. The hemispheric localization of sign language – one of the most important evidence of maturity of sign language as sign system and its important role on the process of cognitive activity of the deaf people. 

Leading scholar-teachers for the deaf, including the Candidate in Pedagogy H. Zaytseva, are convinced that traditional system of teaching the deaf children isn't able to provide all of them the equal opportunities. Main defects lay in methodology, based on the idea that verbal language, first of all, is the only possible resource and way of personal development among deaf children. Advocates for bilingual education think that the most effective educational system for teaching deaf students is the environment of verbal-sign bilingualism, determined by equality of methods, using the native sign language of deaf adults.

Text 1

Types of Electronic Means of Communication

Since technology have become an essential part of our lives, the number of methods of communicating  instantaneously with friends, family, business partners and strangers around the world increase. There is a lot of various types of electronic communication  -  from the ever-popular emails to the new real-time project boards that allow for millisecond sharing of data and multimedia.

E-mail – the first and still popular method. Now user have a choice – a  multitude of free email providers, like Yahoo!, Google Mail and Hotmail, and their domain name offered by their internet providers. E-mail presents  instantaneous delivery of messages to one or more recipient. You can also attached photos, documents, films or audio, but the size is limited. E-mail address have become disposal – many people create new account for a certain purpose. After the aim has been accomplished, disabled it. Such address also have a high instance of “spam” (junk e mails) and potential for hacking and viruses. 

Listserv and Discussion Boards. Discussion board also appeared early in Internet development and gave people the opportunity to discuss topics and interact, though not in real time. Sites with listserv, discussions board or forums are divided into multiple different sub-boards that are also  parted into topics. It keeps things organized. Being a member of a given board you are able to post new topics and replies. Boards can have different privacy settings, allowing or prohibiting non-members from viewing their content.

Real-Time Sharing/Collaboration. For coordination of long-distance projects and employees many companies are used  to utilize real-time (meaning no noticeable delay) methods, which are also starting to gain popularity with lay-users for private communication and sharing. Google offers a suite that allows you to share update files, documents, discuss improvements and create tests. Skype is getting more and more popular as a personal and professional Internet audio and video chat program and continually adds features to allow for more depth in distance communication.

Social Networking. Serving for student at first, the idea of social networking has exploded in last decade and now it's used for business as well as personal aims.  Facebook, MySpace and Twitter offer a multitude of features. No matter what was the primary purpose of these sites cause now they can easily be used divers purposes. 

Text 2

The Risks of Electronic Communication

Ask yourself and try to answer honestly! If you are tempted to broadcast or post a funny message? To send or post an angry message? be sarcastic or ironic?criticize others in public? post a message or send mail late at night? send a message about a person that you wouldn't want them to see?

Using e mails (of course it is much easier to do it via electronic communication than say the wrong sing in face)  can show yourself not in a good light and damage your reputation and productivity.

Sending electronic messages is a lot more permanent than saying something or message on paper. Besides they are easy to copy and resend – no guarantee about who will read it.

Messages posted to new groups are forever. Anyone can issue a simple command to search your message or using keywords or your name. Here is a good advice – before posting a message, think if you want it to read your potential employer some day.

Broadcast Messages and Netnews. If you feel anger at the company you work for and want to hurt it – stay away from the monitor as it could cost you a lot of trouble. 

Jokes. This is funny, but somehow people even more offended by jokes when they come via electronic media than they would be by the same joke face to face. Why? Probably because computers and humor have nothing to do with each other...And probably because tone of your voice doesn't come along with the message. 

Anger. Being upset with someone – you better talk to him privately. Typing angry messages will do the situation worse. People react quickly to online messages, they read them uncarefully that causes strong emotion at once. 

Sarcasm and Irony.  Don't count on sarcasm and irony getting through. See previous paragraph – people could read it hastily and take your words literally, even with such phrases like “just kidding”.

Public Criticism. You better not criticize another person online – people are touchy. It's very hard to disagree with somebody in a way that lets dialogue continue. Use non-judgmental ways of disagreeing.  Imagine one says something foolish. You should understand that arguing, saying what is on mind, may not work, no matter how nice you are. Some people take any disagreement as criticism and it could continue endlessly. The best way to kill it of – ignoring. There are mail systems features caledl a kill file – it hides messages from a given sender or definite topic. 

Late Nights. You should remember that there is some mysterious influence after 9 p.m. Or so, which makes think about typing a sensible message but in fact they are subject to severe misunderstanding. Even if you think that it is not you case, you better save this message and wait for a morning. 

Personal Remarks. Making derogatory remarks about others, especially behind their back is bad idea. Also don’t it in a public and in a way that suppresses the human side of the communication, the smile or "just kidding" shrug – you might say it to face. Electronic messages is the last way to make uncomplimentary remark. 

Know Your Tools. If you decide to post a message or send a mail, you should be very careful, using the correct mail lass, avoid spamming people and know well you company's mail policy. 

You should remember that electronic mail is insecure. The most private message can be read in public. System administrators can read it. A security break-in or a soft ware bug might allow anyone read it, so make sure twice of you are using a secure channel.

Before replying to a message, check the list of recipient's to prevent a case when software copies your message and broadcast unwelcome messages in inappropriate destination. Sometimes a spammer will send a message to many  new groups and people will respond to the letter - “this is off topic” - sending it to spam. Never count on being able to cancel  a message – mail system save them. 

So, to figure it all out, what kind of network behavior is the best? 

1. Respect others. If you disagree – do it courteously, without personal attack.

2. Conserve bandwidth. Think well before posting something.

3. Jokes, sarcasm, irony and personal remarks are often misinterpreted. Think if you were that person.

4. Ignore others' incorrect behavior.  Lead a positive example.

5. Being angry or upset try to think clear. 

6. Any smiles or winks at the end of every message.  Let the zero line be zero.

Rules Are Made to Be Broken and there is nothing criminal in breaking it from time to time. Like .sig stuff at the end of the message – for example in e mail with request to call back one appends a phone number. In a business letter  one may append the company name and title. Another justification for .sig files might be software that doesn't put a valid From address in your messages  - so maybe it is worth of checking if there is any cute quotations in it. That could be a kind of mistake.

Text 4

Over a million Ukrainian users on Facebook

The number of Ukrainian users on Facebook exceeded 1 million. Although a million of users among one and half milliard seems not to be impressive, specialists are telling about high growth of Facebook users' segment in Ukraine. A year ago it was about few hundreds,  nowadays it goes about million.

One of the ardent users of Facebook postgraduate student Darja Orlova told she logged in at Facebook during her summer stay in Harvard university.  There were loads of talks about Facebook and the first question you were asked if you are on Facebook.  

Darja said she communicated with only foreign friends on Facebook at first, but recently a lot of Ukrainians become users of this social network. Despite the most popular networks are Vkontakte and Odnoklassniki, Facebook is leading over with high rate of increasing users. The marketing director of research company InMind Olena Zhytnyk said that over a period of last year the dynamics of Facebook is much stronger  than Vkontakte and Odnoklassniki. Also she added that Ukraine is tending to follow foreign trends, so Facebook is expected to be more and more popular. 

It is hard to count the number of  users from definite country, but Ukrainian network-specialists are sure it's about million from our country. The reason of wide popularity of this network lays in correspondence to the world tendencies. Facebook works hard to enlarge the audience. It gives you a wide range of  possibilities  - you can  send a link to you page to people who aren't even users of it. It is also possible to look through profile the person you are looking for. And of course movie “The Social Network” plays not the last role for Facebook. The movie tells about truth story of Harvard student,  known as Mark Zuckerberg, who created the social networking site that would become known as Facebook. The film was awarded with Oscar. 

The influence of Facebook serves also as a factor in politics. You can create different communities, with the help of which you can inform other members and raise them for taking part in protest actions.  Recent Tunisia's Revolution has been called Facebook and Twitter revolution and it  shows how  instantaneous was the reaction of social networking about self-immolation of trader Mouhammed Bouazizi to push social protests in the country. 

Political scientist Oleksyi Haran agreed about role of social networks in society. He emphasizes its huge role, especially in countries with restraint of democracy and authoritarianism, cause it enables to spread information and raise people.

Though new internet technologies are not under control of government, the day, when order of things could change, is not far. Today members of Parliament don't pin their hopes on it and believe that social network is effective way to inform, but not to discuss idea. Even Darja Orolova takes invitation to political groups with skepticism. She comments that she ignores it, without a taking a look on it.

Oleksandr Olshanskyi  - deputy director  of Internet-association in Ukraine – accents that now Facebook comes as neutral method of influence, but all depends on users. Also he mentioned people forgot about privacy and don't understand how serious it is. Anything you put in the Internet stays there forever without chance to delete it – it concerns not only photos, but also information you give. 

Text 5

New iPhone Conceals Sheere magic

Apple's new iPhone is called the iPhone 4S. Instead of predicted rumors about new iPhone that could be transparent, wedge-shaped, clean you basement, take you to the airport and eliminate unsightly blemish it turned out to be  black/white, glass front and back, silver metal band around phone. Another words it looks like previous one. But does new things!

1 – faster iPad2 chip will grant you high speed. )Were there any complains about?)

2 – Much better, faster camera with eight megapixels resolution (really?is it matters much?) and new light-sensitive sensor (but it does!). The photos are crips, clear and bright, new type of photo – low-light photo and 1080h high-definition video are impressive though it has no zoom.

3 - The iPhone 4S is a world phone. Even if you buy it in one country and the CDMA network is incompatible with GSM networks used in other country, you'll still about to make calls overseas,  from you SIM card or you can put another carrier's SIM card.  Each carrier has its selling points. Sprint is the only one with an unlimited iPhone data plan. AT&T has the fastest download speed, while Verizon has better calling coverage.

4 - Speech recognition. Crazy good, transformative, category-redefining speech recognition.  Exactly as on Android phones, a tiny microphone button appears on the on-screen keyboard; if you have an Internet connection, you can tap it when you want to dictate instead of typing. 

Apple don't admit it's using a version of Dragon Dictation (free iPhone app), but there is no doubt it does, it work is identically. This version is much better cause of built-in keyboard button, not a separate one. But dictation is only one-tenth of the story. Because in 2010 Apple bought new technology for iPhone4S called Siri.

Siri is a virtual assistant - a crisply accurate, astonishingly understanding, uncomplaining, voice-commanded, easy in operation minion. You need just to hold down the Home button and speak after double beep. 

You can ask to wake you in the morning or change alarm, number of your colleague or road to the airport, to find out if there is any restaurants nearby, to make some notes for the weekend and even ask to place some Beatles and it will take few seconds  - and calm female voice will response. 

And no matter how inexact your pronunciation are Siri understands everything from “What’s the weather going to be like in Tucson this weekend?” to “Will I need an umbrella tonight?” And the most exciting is that her responses can form a real conversation. 

Also Siri can perform an incredible range of tasks like getting stock prices, weather, currency and price conversions, dictionary definitions, measurement conversions, math totals. She let you check the Clock, Calendar, Notes and Address Book apps, the new Reminders app and the renamed Music app. She can read your text messages to you — and let you respond, all by voice that is very comfortable for drivers, also she uses GPS and if you ask her to remind you something on the way home - she’ll do it. 

Of course she is not smart computer as in “Star Trek”. She can't give you the answers of all questions and she doesn't interact with another one built-up app. But Apple promises to improve Siri with time, upgrading her brain from time to time. Such a pity Siri isn’t available for older iPhones, many people will find it  convenient to be awaken, call, send messages and giving some directions with the help of your on voice. But most of the few features are available for older iPhones, thanks to he free iOS5 software update. 

New, proprietary service iMessages is very handy for sending test, photo or video to another iPad, iPhone and iPod Touch. It will let you know if you text message was read and save money – i-to-o messages are for free.

The ICloud service, that is also automatically used, synchronizes not only your calendar, address book and mail among your phone, tablet, Macs and PC’s, but  also your photos, music, e-books, apps and TV shows. And it’s free. 

Everything has its rough spots, for example camera that gets stuck on its startup screen. Or battery still gets you through one full day, standby time is shorter (the difference is 100 hours). But over all, Apple has done an excellent job. 

Text 4

Time Will Show The Value of Loss

No one hasn't repealed the role of personality in history. Birth and death of people like Steve Jobs is certain have a great impact on the progress at market. In the first place, what he did and how he did it in his company, in the second place|technology he produced. It was so up-to-date that  it made competitors move on. But life is life.

It is clear that nature abhors a vacuum and very soon the world will see new genius. There is no doubt it's much loss for mankind, but how much – time will show.

Job's ideas and invention were the things provoked technological revolution in communications sphere. That was for sure not the last one in IT sphere. Thus mankind is not far from becoming “digital”, that is inevitable.  Let's take Estonia as an example – country, where electronic democracy, electronic government, electronic police became ordinary things in everyday life and, what's of great importance, bureaucracy is reducing. By the way,  the bureaucratic mechanisms is the first that will pass away in new age of IT. One more thing is that “digit” will present us free communication in real time. 

 No one says Ukraine is dropped behind the technological progress. It is obvious we have problems with Internet access, but it shows good dynamics in broadband. 

Looking after some countries it is possible to say that there is no necessary to go through all stages of IT-evolution. While Ukraine made no progress  - lots of technologies became obsolete. So there is no problem to make progress based on new technologies, but there's a problem  of administrative pressure. So now it means a lot to get off administrative chains on the way to IT-achievement. This is exactly what community and business environment care about supported by main government authorities and move forward. Therefore, we can say with confidence: Ukraine won't be outside the progress.

Unit 5

Antibiotics losing the fight against deadly bacteria

The Health Protection Agency (HPA) reports about weakened defense against bacterial inflictions. The reason is growing number of deadly strain that are resistant to the strongest antibiotics. 

For the last 5 years the disturbing statistics reveal an explosion in cases of super-resistant strains of bacteria such as E.coli and Klebsiella pneumoniae, a cause of pneumonia and urinary tract infections.

Until 2008 there were fewer than five cases a year in the UK of bugs resistant to carbapenem - the most effective intravenous antibiotic. The number of cases increased to 386 cases during this year – what HPA has called a "global public health concern". Doctors are particularly concerned because carbapenems are often the last hope for hospital patients suffering from pneumonia and blood infections that other antibiotics have failed to treat and it is the first time they met such problem.

Intensive use of over-prescribing antibiotics, bought over the counter in other countries, in animals enables resistant bacteria to enter the food chain and considered among the factors of global spread. About 25 00 people a year die of antibiotic-resistant infections in the European Union.

At a WHO conference in Baku last week the organization warned that European doctors and scientists dear the "reckless use of antibiotics" risks a "return to a pre-antibiotic era where simple infections do not respond to treatment, and routine operations and interventions become life-threatening."

European action plan, unveiled at the conference, was signed up by 50 countries and includes recommendations for greater supervision of antibiotic resistance, stricter controls over the use of antibiotics, and improved infection control in hospitals and clinics.

The WHO Regional Director for Europe told about superbugs that resist any drug and now is the time to act as new antibiotics won't arrive quickly.

Dr. Alan Johnson, a clinical scientist and expert in antibiotic resistance at the HPA, said the problem of antibiotic resistance exists as along as we have antibiotics. This problem is making some infections harder and in some cases almost impossible to treat. The big problem for now - there is no new antibiotics in the pipeline to deal with for certain types of bacteria.

He explains that certain epidemic strains of bacteria of well adoption and spreading between people, with the added complication that the genes encoding resistance in bacteria can move between different types.

People are largely unaware of the dangers of taking antibiotics, he added. He told about perception among doctors and the public that antibiotics are quite harmless. What is known is that after taking a course of antibiotics individuals almost certainly end up being colonized by antibiotic-resistant bacteria in the gut, because bacteria mutate rapidly. Then either their disappear, or  they may sit there and next time you get an infection it could be due to the resistance that has persisted.

And one of the country's leading experts warned last night that Britain is very close to seeing the first cases of infections that are resistant to all antibiotics.

Professor Tim Walsh, an expert in antibiotic resistance at Cardiff University, said they are very close to having pan-resistant bacteria in this country. It means that drugs we've relied on and taken for granted for so long now become obsolete.

He also claimed that  people with weakened immune systems among those at greatest risk.

Little is known about the toll on Britons, with the HPA admitting that it does not have "the mortality statistics for this resistance in the UK". It is calling on doctors to exercise caution when using antibiotics, and for hospitals to track cases of antibiotic resistance and stop the spread of the bacteria between patients.

Feel yourself ill? Call a doctor and stay home!

At least 25 000 Europeans die each year from infections, caused by antibiotic-resistant bacteria. This number doesn't include people from the Eastern Europe, and how many are there from Ukraine is unknown.

The problem of bacterial resistance became a subject of the World Day of Health on April 7. As World Health Organization states this problem complicates the struggle against infections, became a reason of death rate, brings down the efficiency of treatment, jeopardizes return to “pre-antibiotics age”, causes the increased costs for medical aid, threaten safety, and harms economics.

WHO warns that without affecting the situation today curable diseases will turn back but  antibiotic-resistant bacterias would cause fatal outcomes. One of the factor is growing number of new cases of so called multi-drug resistant tuberculosis. What means that most of antituberculous drugs have no effect on bacteria, as the result 440 thousands diseases of new type appear, 150 thousand of them end up with death.  Europe numbers about 70 thousand cases of drug-resistant tuberculosis, 95 % are from the Eastern Europe. It's hard to define the amount of cases in Ukraine mostly because of Ukrainians' practice of so called self-treatment.

Tuberculosis or HVI/AIDS doesn't make the only high-risk group. The reason could be an egg or bad roasted meat, cause farmers don't scruple to use antibiotics in animals for gaining good weight of animals.  The cases when antibiotics-resistant bacteria turns out to be alimentary bacterias like  Salmonella and Campylobacter have already known. The last one enables not only diarrhea, stomachache and fever, but also Guillain-Barre syndrome, which in its turn could lead to complete or incomplete nerve paralysis. These changes could be indivertible or end up with death. That is why usage of antibiotics in animals is forbidden in Europe since 2006,  but there is some counties where they still use antibiotics for animals and as a result animals become antibiotic-resistant as well as their meat.

Another one reason is unfounded prescriptions of antibiotics by doctors. Especially, when doctors prescribe the newest, the most efficient drugs instead of something not so strong. That could also cause the drug-resistance of bacterias.

In the meantime, despite powerful development of pharmacology in EU and USA, scientists  haven't time for invention of new drugs for resistant stains, like carbapenems.

The worst situation is in the countries with uncontrolled antibiotics sale where it is easy to buy any drug over the counter, what causes much so called self-treatment practice. As the result people take medicine after the prescription of “very popular doctor” called Internet or according to the advice of friends, or people take the drugs, prescribed other person, cause their syndromes are very alike. Thus they have risk to get the resistance of drugs they don't have to take at all! For example, many people take antibiotics, when they caught flu. But drugs is efficient only on the last stages of disease, when  virus is joint with bacteria. Actually patient, who really cares about her health, can read it from the information of use and get to know about its compatibility with other medicine .

That is why Igor Pockanevich, the head of WHO in Ukraine, insists on staying at home and calling a doctor, not to spread the virus. And the last thing, but not least, it's necessary to take  the full course of treatment, otherwise it will cause the resistance. 

Unofficial survey showed there is about 14 countries from 21 where buying drugs over the counter is usual thing.  Only 7 countries unveil plan on antibiotic resistance and have national coordinating boards. Less than half of 21 countries have established national systems for epidemic control and antibiotic resistance database.  Drastic preventive measures of infection control in hospitals and clinics reduced the number of infection cases,  including the methicillin-resistance Staphylococcus aureus stain, the note of hazardous infection agent in hospitals.

The establishment of national programs, standard of using antibiotics and limitation of drug's sale over the counter bring down the quantity of drug-resistance cases, but unfortunately it concerns the Western Europe mostly. Ministry of Health, the Representative of WHO in Ukraine and appropriate board of Verhkovna Rada are dealing nothing but with planning programs and debating bills, while ordinary Ukrainians try to take care of their health and not to be ill....

